
Holiday Fire Safety
Each year fires occurring during the holiday season injure 2,600 
individuals and cause over $930 million in damage. According to 
the United States Fire Administration (USFA), there are simple 
life-saving steps you can take to ensure a safe and happy holiday. 
By following some of the outlined precautionary tips, individuals 
can greatly reduce their chances of becoming a holiday fire 
casualty.
Preventing Christmas Tree Fires
• Christmas Tree Fire Hazards - Movie segments 
demonstrating how fast a live Christmas tree can become fully 
engulfed in flames. Special fire safety precautions need to be taken 
when keeping a live tree in the house. A burning tree can rapidly 
fill a room with fire and deadly gases. 
• Selecting a Tree for the Holiday
Needles on fresh trees should be green and hard to pull back from 
the branches, and the needle should not break if the tree has been 
freshly cut. The trunk should be sticky to the touch. Old trees can 
be identified by bouncing the tree trunk on the ground. If many 
needles fall off, the tree has been cut too long, has probably dried 
out, and is a fire hazard. 
• Caring for Your Tree
Do not place your tree close to a heat source, including a fireplace 
or heat vent. The heat will dry out the tree, causing it to be more 
easily ignited by heat, flame or sparks. Be careful not to drop or 
flick cigarette ashes near a tree. Do not put your live tree up too 
early or leave it up for longer than two weeks. Keep the tree stand 
filled with water at all times. 
• Disposing of Your Tree
Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace or woodburning 
stove. When the tree becomes dry, discard it promptly. The best 
way to dispose of your tree is by taking it to a recycling center or 
having it hauled away by a community pick-up service. 
Holiday Lights



• Maintain Your Holiday Lights
Inspect holiday lights each year for frayed wires, bare spots, gaps 
in the insulation, broken or cracked sockets, and excessive kinking 
or wear before putting them up. Use only lighting listed by an 
approved testing laboratory. 
• Do Not Overload Electrical Outlets
Do not link more than three light strands, unless the directions 
indicate it is safe. Connect strings of lights to an extension cord 
before plugging the cord into the outlet. Make sure to periodically 
check the wires - they should not be warm to the touch. 
• Do Not Leave Holiday Lights on Unattended 
Holiday Decorations
• Use Only Nonflammable Decorations
All decorations should be nonflammable or flame-retardant and 
placed away from heat vents. 
• Never Put Wrapping Paper in a Fireplace
It can throw off dangerous sparks and produce a chemical buildup 
in the home that could cause an explosion. 
• Artificial Christmas Trees
If you are using a metallic or artificial tree, make sure it is flame 
retardant. 
Candle Care
• Avoid Using Lit Candles
If you do use them, make sure they are in stable holders and place 
them where they cannot be easily knocked down. Never leave the 
house with candles burning. 
• Never Put Lit Candles on a Tree
Do not go near a Christmas tree with an open flame - candles, 
lighters or matches. 
Finally, as in every season, have working smoke alarms installed 
on every level of your home, test them monthly and keep them 
clean and equipped with fresh batteries at all times. Know when 
and how to call for help. And remember to practice your home 
escape plan.



Bedroom Fire Safety
Each year, fire claims the lives of 4,000 Americans and injures 
approximately 20,000. Bedrooms are a common area of fire origin. 
Nearly 600 lives are lost to fires that start in bedrooms. Many of 
these fires are caused by misuse or poor maintenance of electrical 
devices, such as overloading extension cords or using portable 
space heaters too close to combustibles. Many other bedroom fires 
are caused by children who play with matches and lighters, 
careless smoking among adults, and arson.
The United States Fire Administration (USFA) and the Sleep 
Products Safety Council (SPSC) would like you to know that there 
are simple steps you can take to prevent the loss of life and 
property resulting from bedroom fires.

Kids and Fire: A Bad Match
Children are one of the highest risk groups for deaths in residential 
fires. At home, children usually play with fire - lighters, matches 
and other ignitables - in bedrooms, in closets, and under beds. 
These are "secret" places where there are a lot of things that catch 
fire easily. 
• Children of all ages set over 35,000 fires annually. 
• Every year over 400 children nine years and younger die in 
home fires. 
• Keep matches and lighters locked up and away from 
children. Check under beds and in closets for burnt matches, 
evidence your child may be playing with matches. 
• Teach your child that fire is a tool, not a toy. 



Appliances Need Special Attention
Bedrooms are the most common room in the home where electrical 
fires start. Electrical fires are a special concern during winter 
months which call for more indoor activities and increases in 
lighting, heating, and appliance use. 
• Do not trap electric cords against walls where heat can build 
up. 
• Take extra care when using portable heaters. Keep bedding, 
clothes, curtains and other combustible items at least three feet 
away from space heaters. 
• Only use lab-approved electric blankets and warmers. Check 
to make sure the cords are not frayed.
 

Tuck Yourself In For A Safe Sleep
• Never smoke in bed. 
• Replace mattresses made before the 1973 Federal Mattress 
Flammability Standard. Mattresses made since then are required by 
law to be safer. 
Finally, having working smoke alarms dramatically increases your 
chances of surviving a fire. Place at least one smoke alarm on each 
level of your home and in halls outside bedrooms. And remember 
to practice a home escape plan frequently with your family.
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Every Home Should Have at Least One Working Smoke Alarm
Buy a smoke alarm at any hardware or discount store. It's 
inexpensive protection for you and your family. Install a smoke 
alarm on every level of your home. A working smoke alarm can 
double your chances of survival. Test it monthly, keep it free of 
dust and replace the battery at least once a year. Smoke alarms 
themselves should be replaced after ten years of service, or as 
recommended by the manufacturer.

Prevent Electrical Fires
Never overload circuits or extension cords. Do not place cords and 
wires under rugs, over nails or in high traffic areas. Immediately 
shut off and unplug appliances that sputter, spark or emit an 
unusual smell. Have them professionally repaired or replaced.

Use Appliances Wisely
When using appliances follow the manufacturer's safety 
precautions. Overheating, unusual smells, shorts and sparks are all 
warning signs that appliances need to be shut off, then replaced or 
repaired. Unplug appliances when not in use. Use safety caps to 
cover all unused outlets, especially if there are small children in the 
home.

Alternate Heaters
• Portable heaters need their space. Keep anything combustible 
at least three feet away. 
• Keep fire in the fireplace. Use fire screens and have your 
chimney cleaned annually. The creosote buildup can ignite a 
chimney fire that could easily spread. 
• Kerosene heaters should be used only where approved by 
authorities. Never use gasoline or camp-stove fuel. Refuel outside 
and only after the heater has cooled. 



Affordable Home Fire Safety Sprinklers
When home fire sprinklers are used with working smoke alarms, 
your chances of surviving a fire are greatly increased. Sprinklers 
are affordable - they can increase property value and lower 
insurance rates.

Plan Your Escape
Practice an escape plan from every room in the house. Caution 
everyone to stay low to the floor when escaping from fire and 
never to open doors that are hot. Select a location where everyone 
can meet after escaping the house. Get out then call for help.

Caring for Children
Children under five are naturally curious about fire. Many play 
with matches and lighters. Tragically, children set over 20,000 
house fires every year. Take the mystery out of fire play by 
teaching your children that fire is a tool, not a toy. 

Caring for Older People
Every year over 1,200 senior citizens die in fires. Many of these 
fire deaths could have been prevented. Seniors are especially 
vulnerable because many live alone and can't respond quickly.


